Reflecting on her tenure at the JEB, Weeks says that she has thoroughly enjoyed working with the JEB Editors and staff in addition to learning about unfamiliar areas of biology at the annual JEB symposia. 'I was honored to be asked to join the Board,' says Weeks, 'but after 9 years as a Monitoring Editor, it seems appropriate to step down and allow new blood to rotate on. ' With the loss of a valued member of the editorial team, Hoppeler was faced with the task of identifying an experienced and respected neuroethologist to take Weeks' place. 'We needed to identify a scientist with a strong background in neuroethology. We were looking for somebody with an active research agenda and broad interests outside of his or her immediate field of research', says Hoppeler. After months of thought and discussion with the other Editors, Hoppeler eventually approached Almut Kelber, a sensory neurobiologist from Lund University in Sweden. 'I was surprised and pleased when I was invited to join the journal', laughs Kelber, who published her first paper in JEB in the mid-1990s (J. Exp. Biol. 199, [245] [246] [247] [248] [249] [250] [251] [252] . 'JEB has always been my favourite journal,' says Kelber, adding, 'I think it is a friendly journal. One gets a lot of help with everything at all stages and it is always worth reading. It is the only journal where I always read the contents list because there is always something that I find interesting. ' Studying landmark use by bees during her Masters degree project with Tom Collett at the University of Sussex, UK, and flight control and visual orientation in stingless bees in southern Brazil during her PhD with Jochen Zeil at the University of Tübingen, Germany, Kelber then took a few years out of her career to have her children. However, during her PhD, she became interested in hummingbird hawkmoths. 'I was curious about their colour vision and I thought it was easier to stay where I was, where people knew me, so I wrote a grant and got money to study their colour vision in Tübingen', explains Kelber. But then, in 1997, she transported her young family to Canberra, Australia, to work on spatial vision in hummingbird hawkmoths. Unfortunately, Kelber was unable to find any of the 13 species of hawkmoth that live on the continent; however, there was no shortage of orchard butterflies. So she switched organisms, spending 2 years studying the butterflies' colour vision before moving to the University of Lund, Sweden, where she was eventually appointed as a professor in 2000. And it was in Lund that she made the remarkable discovery that nocturnal elephant hawkmoths can see colour even in the dimmest light: starlight.
Since then, Kelber has expanded her horizons to encompass vertebrates as well as invertebrates, studying colour vision in species as diverse as horses, seals, birds, geckos, frogs and toads. Explaining her interest in colour vision, Kelber says, 'If you look at bright sunlight or moonlight, that has one light colour, but if you go to dawn and dusk illumination, the colour changes quite a lot.' According to Kelber, this shift in light colour makes it difficult for colour-blind animals to recognize objects against the background. For example, if you had no colour vision, a yellow flower would stand out from a dark background in bright light but merge into the background at dusk. 'The origin of colour vision must have been to permit recognition of objects in changing light conditions,' says Kelber, 'and that may have been important in evolution. ' Welcoming Kelber to the journal, Hoppeler says, 'Almut fits the bill perfectly,' and adds that he is keen to begin working with the new member of the team in January 2014. For her part, Kelber is looking forward to her new role and says, 'I am always curious to learn new things; getting to know fields outside of my own narrow experience has always been challenging and I think it is such a nice journal and there are such nice people working with it that I am going to have fun.'
